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Stewardship Contracting

ÅResult from needing 

services on federal land 

in exchange for goods, 

i.e. small-diameter wood

ÅPaying for services v. 

selling material 

Å2003 authority allowed 

for 10-year contracts

ïGuaranteed Supply

ïSpurs business 

investment



White Mountains Stewardship Contract

Apache-Sitgreaves first Forest 

in country to initiate 10-year 

contract

Goal: Reducing high-intensity 

wildfires in and around the WUI

ïTree removal

ïSlash treatment

ïDead tree removal

ïErosion control

ïResource protection

ïRoad maintenance



White Mountains Stewardship Contract

ÅNEPA

ï30,000 acres prior to contract 

signing; now 70,000+ 

completed

ïProjects focus on removing 

trees <16ò dbh and reducing 

fire risk

ÅTwo local businesses 

partnered as contractor

Å5,000 acres/year minimum 

promised in contract; optimally 

15,000 to 25,000 acres/year

ï31,000 acres treated to date



Stewardship Contracting:

Multi-Party Monitoring

ÅRequired multi-party 

monitoring (social, economic, 

ecological)

ÅMonitoring Board provides 

input to USFS on priority 

monitoring objectives

ÅBoard reviews data, provides 

input, may assist in monitoring

ÅResults incorporated in 

future planning efforts


