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Message from the Chair 
Bill Hart, SWSAF Chair – January 2009 
 
All the members and friends making it to the Section’s 
Spring Meeting this April enjoyed a wonderful program. 
The program took off with a welcome message by Chris 
Knopp, Forest Supervisor for the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forests. Jerry Drury (A-S NFs) and Dwayne 
Walker (Future Forests Co.) provided the background, 
development, and challenges of the White Mountain 
Stewardship Contract through an in-depth powerpoint 
presentation. Later Sue Sitko, from the local monitoring 
board, explained how the monitoring standards for the 
contract were formulated and are applied. Jim Pitts 
talked about silvicultural prescriptions for restoration. Jim 
also helped lead part of the field tour the next day 
showing on-the-ground treatments designed towards 
restoration and community protection. Some of these 
projects were done in cooperation with the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department. There is a lot of activity 
going on in the eastern Arizona to create new markets 
for the by-products of restoration efforts while at the 
same time maintaining existing markets. Partnerships 
were a common element to these projects.  
 
Those attending heard about State and Private Forestry 
and restoration efforts from State Foresters Vicki 
Christiansen (AZ) and Kim Kosteinik (NM). All the 
speakers did a marvelous job of tying their talks back 
into the theme of “Products of Restoration.” The level of 
quality for all the speakers led to a technical session with 
a high degree of professionalism.  
 
The successful meeting was due to the collaboration of 
everybody involved. Section Secretary/Treasurer, Molly 
Pitts, and Northern Arizona Chapter members did much 
to plan the program and logistics. Chair-Elect Mary 
Steuver worked with Molly arranging speakers and filling 
in the program. Mary also worked with Al Hendricks, 
Recognitions Chair, to develop a nominating process for 
this year’s awards. Kristen Waring, NAU School of 
Forestry, provided technical assistance in developing 
electronic information and registration. Kristen did a 
fantastic job of facilitating the day’s technical session. 

Student Michael French tracked the registration. The 
NAU Student Chapter showed up in force and was a big 
help in registration and logistics. We had good eats 
provided by local organizations during the breaks, lunch, 
and the banquet. Refreshments at the breaks were 
sponsored by NAU Ecological Restoration Institute and 
NMHU Forest and Watershed Restoration Institute. 
 
Jonathon Brooks of the White Mountain Apache Tribe 
was the banquet speaker and provided insights into their 
forestry program and the Tribal Forest Protection Act. I 
was honored in presenting the awards at the banquet 
Friday night, especially knowing some the individuals 
personally and their long-time contribution to the 
profession. 
 
After the day of technical session, we conducted a 
business meeting that outlined the Section’s agenda for 
the rest of the year. Lynn Sprague is our District IV 
Councilman and spoke to us from a national and 
regional perspective on matters facing SAF. After the 
business session, the membership proceeded to the 
American Legion Hall for the Banquet. I will devote more 
space in this issue to details of the business session. 
Here, I want to celebrate folks’ enthusiastic participation. 
Many folks made the Spring Meeting what it was and we 
thank them. 
 

District IV Council Report – May 2009 
Lynn Sprag, SAF Council Rep. District 4 
 
It was my great pleasure to attend and participate in your 
Southwest State Society Annual Meeting in Eagar. The 
program was terrific, the field trip great, the meals 
excellent and the opportunity to meet many of you was a 
pleasure. I definitely plan to come next year!  
Congratulations on a very successful meeting. 
  
What follows are the notes from our Winter Council 
meeting and a summary of the spring meeting agenda 
coming up May 30-31. I welcome any thoughts or 
comments on Council proceedings and issues you think 
I should be taking to Council in the future. I am at your 
service and happy to hear from you anytime. 
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The winter meeting was held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
on February 21-22, 2009. 
 
Executive VP Report (Michael Goergen):  Status of the 
Wild Acres Property – with economic downturn, sale of 
the property is not likely to happen in the near term. 
Additionally, some issues brought on by County 
Government have arisen. Zoning and Historic 
Preservation actions will drastically alter what we can do 
with the property and the value of it in any future sale. 
Michael working extremely hard on behalf of the Society 
to maintain, as best he possibly can, our future interests 
and options as we move forward. This is an ongoing 
activity and will have more to report following the spring 
meeting. 
 
Michael also updated us on new headquarters staff:   

-  Christopher Whited — Membership and Marketing 
-  Corey Hughley — Membership 
-  Rita Perchikova — Finance 
-  Steve Wilent — Forestry Source 
-  Erica Rhoad — Policy  

(Michael has assembled an excellent and highly 
qualified team…we are in good hands) 
 
Membership Reports…new approaches (Goergen):  A 
new, accounting based, fully web linked, state of the art 
system is nearly in place and operational. It represents a 
quantum leap for SAF and our members. Inputting the 
system and retrieving reports will be light years from 
where we are today. Looking at a six- to nine-month 
transition period. 
 
New Technology and Data Base System (Goergen):   
Under way with significant new and upgraded 
technology for DBMS, communication, links to State 
Societies and Chapters, and the website. All will be 
integrated facilitating interchange of information within 
the organization as well as externally. 
 
Committee Reports:   
Forest Policy – a revised policy review procedure 
presented, “Highgrading” issue status discussed and 
motion passed to come back to spring meeting with 
further discussion, and a position statement on 
International Trade was approved. 
 
Forest Science and Technology Board – Dr. Rockwell 
briefed Council on activities of FS&T and the working 
groups. 
 
Leadership Development (Goergen):  As you all know by 
now, the Leadership Academy in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 
for this year had to be cancelled for lack of registrations. 
Michael presented an outline of some new thinking on 
Leadership Development and contrasted the notion of a 
one time/once annually type of training (like our 
Academy) with a more ongoing type of development that 
is carried out hierarchically by all levels of SAF. This will 
be further fleshed out at the spring meeting. (From my 

perspective, the lack of interest for the Academy this 
year can probably be attributed in part to the economy, 
but there may be other factors involved. I would 
welcome your thoughts and ideas on Leadership 
Development in SAF.) 
 
2009 Orlando Convention:   Plans for the convention are 
progressing nicely. Keynote speaker is author of “1491,” 
Charles Mann. This convention will be a very family 
friendly convention with all of the Disney amenities plus 
the outstanding golf, fishing, history, Cape Canaveral, 
and natural areas nearby. Dates are 9/30-10/4. 
 
The Spring meeting will be held at SAF Headquarters in 
Bethesda, Maryland, May 30-31.  
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Lynn Sprag, SAF Council Rep. District 4 
glsprag@aol.com  
 

2009 Southwest Section Awards 
Bill Hart, SWSAF Chair – January 2009 
 

 
Four of the 2009 SWSAF Honorees: Mike Williams, Jim Pitts, 
Kent Reid, and Marlin Johnson.  
 
Jessica Ouzts - Young Forester of the Year.  Jessi 
works for New Mexico State Forestry in Santa Fe as a 
liaison with NRCS. 
 
Kent Reid - Forester of the Year.  Kent is the 
Interim Director of the NM Forest & Watershed 
Restoration Institute at New Mexico Highlands University 
in Las Vegas, NM. 
 
Marlin Johnson - Outstanding Contribution to 
Forestry.  Marlin is retired USFS and now a consulting 
Forester, SAF Fellow, living in Albuquerque. 
 
Mike Williams - Forest Manager of the Year. Mike is 
Forest Supervisor of the Kaibab NF in Williams, AZ. 
Kim Kosteinik - Outstanding Contribution to 
Forestry from Outside the Profession.  Kim is Deputy 
State Forester of New Mexico. 
 
Jim Pitts - Field Forester of the Year.  Jim is a district 
silviculturist on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests. 
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Nominees for National Awards: 

-  Dr. William Wallace (Wally) Covington was 
nominated for the Society of American Foresters’ 
Barrington Moore Memorial Award in Biological 
Science 
 

-  Marlin Johnson,  CF and SAF Fellow , was 
nominated for the Society of American Foresters 
John A. Beale Memorial Award 

 
-  Dr. John T. Harrington, CF  was nominated for 

recognition as a Fellow of the Society of American 
Foresters 
 

Southwest Section Business Meeting 
Bill Hart CF, Chair SAF Southwest Section  
 
Later this fall, there will be a reunion with the Association 
of Mexican Professional Foresters (AMPF) professional 
foresters from Mexico. This biennial AMPF-SWSAF 
Reunion has been a longstanding tradition. This time the 
SW section welcomes the Mexican foresters to 
Albuquerque, NM. The fun will be the last week in 
October running from the 28th to 31st. 
 
Chuck Hagerdon and Bob Partido have been co-chairs 
for the planning of our joint get-together with our 
Mexican colleagues. Bob was good at sharing some of 
the details at the Spring Meeting. The New Mexico 
Chapter is shouldering the brunt of responsibility of 
hosting this time and can always use help from members 
wanting to get involved. 
 
The 2010 SAF National Convention will be in 
Albuquerque. Marlin Johnson is General Chair for the 
convention. Regional Forester (USFS), Corbin Newman, 
has accepted Marlin’s invite to be Co-Chair. Corbin’s 
involvement offers strength in support for this national 
event. John Harrington is the Program Chair and is 
responsible for coordinating the development of the 
program with the national office. Both Marlin and John 
have met and discussed developing ideas with national 
officers. They brought forth ideas on themes and tracks 
that were offered from the membership and have articles 
that follow. This is a very fun and busy program for more 
to get involved in as some ‘leg work’ is involved in 
solidifying plans. 
 
The 2009 National Convention is in Orlando, Florida 
(Sept. 30-Oct. 4). The SW Section will have a booth for 
Orlando so that we can show off the Southwest and our 
brand of forestry. If you’d like to help, contact Mary 
Steuver who is leading that effort. If you are planning on 
attending the convention, we all can take a turn or two at 
‘manning’ the booth. The 2009 Foresters’ Fund 
Convention Co-Chairs have asked for Sections and 
State Societies to donate items for a silent auction. 
Maybe we can have the Visitors and Conventions 
Bureaus for AZ & NM help put a ‘basket’ together with 

free vacation packages from vendors. Or maybe we can 
have donated items of uniquely Southwestern taste 
collected for one or more combined offerings. I received 
a form for submittal with the offered items. So contact 
me with ideas.  
 
There are some membership issues concerning 
retainment in the chapters. Denver Hospodarsky, 
Membership Chair, is working with individual chapters to 
help develop active programs and recruitment strategies. 
This is the time of year that the national sends a list of 
late dues so members may be given a gentle reminder. 
So Chapter Chairs, be prepared for member to member 
contacts.  
 
As you can see, there is plenty to do and plenty in which 
one can become engaged. I will continue serving the 
Section and will remain open to the membership. There 
are many things your elected officers are involved in 
behind the scenes, making for a very active Section.  
 

2010 Convention Efforts 
Marlin Johnson, CF, General Chair  
2010 National Convention 
 
Several of us are getting started on planning for the 
2010 Convention in Albuquerque next year. John 
Harrington is Chair of the Program Committee, and a 
few months ago I was asked – and accepted – the role 
of General Chair. I have recruited Corbin Newman to be 
Co-Chair with me in this exciting, and sometimes 
seemingly overwhelming, opportunity. Corbin’s 
involvement to date has not been extensive, due to his 
current challenges at the Forest Service, but will become 
more critical as we proceed through the next 17 months. 
While the Program Committee has been active for some 
time, we are just getting a good start on the many tasks 
that fall under the General Chair. 
 
Many of you have been around long enough to 
remember the effort we put forth to make the 1996 
convention a resounding success. Fortunately, the 
National Office staff now handles many of the things we 
did then, such as contracting with hotels, the convention 
center, bus companies, etc. While that will make our task 
easier, we still have plenty to do to make 2010 a 
convention attendees will always remember. 
 
As General Chairs, Corbin and I are also members of 
the Program Committee. This is essential as there is 
need for extremely close coordination as the two efforts 
proceed.  
 
Some of the things that have happened or are 
happening so far follow: 
 
·  Work with the National Program Committee to choose 

the theme for 2010: FORESTS & PEOPLE: A 
WATERSHED EVENT. 
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·  Selection of McKinley-Ben Miller and Todd Haines as 
Co-Chairs for the Arrangements Committee. Under 
arrangements they will have committees on On-Site 
Volunteers, Foresters Fund, Publicity, Registration, 
Student Activities, and Technical Field Workshops. 
Under these there are just a ton of details to be 
handled. Under the guidance of these two, my 
expectation (note I didn’t say hope!) is that many, 
many of you will find your niche in planning this 
convention. 

 
·  Initial coordination with National regarding our booth 

at the 2009 Convention in Florida. Mary Steuver is 
handling the details of this important task. For all of 
you who are able to attend, we will be looking for you 
to volunteer some time to help at the booth. 

 
·  Beginning an initial list of potential volunteers.  
 
·  Coordination with National on fundraising and 

sponsorships. A major part of Convention costs can 
be covered this way so this is going to be a very 
important task for which we are looking for volunteers. 

 
We continue to look for volunteers, initially now for 
people to do up-front organization and planning. While 
I’ve heard from a few of you, I need you to contact me 
(mpj68@msn.com or 505-856-6990), McKinley-Ben 
Miller (McKinley-Ben_Miller@blm.gov) or Todd Haines 
(todd.haines@state.nm.us). Let us know if there is 
something specific you want to work on, or just a “help 
where needed” is okay too. 
 

Making Progress on the  
2010 National Convention 
John Harrington, Chair of the Program Committee 2010 
SAF Convention 
 
As I write this, there are 526 days or 12,624 hours or 
757,440 minutes until the start of the 2010 SAF National 
Convention in Albuquerque (October 27-31, 2010). The 
clock is ticking and progress is being made. The 2010 
Convention Theme is: Forests & People: A 
Watershed Event.  
 
I wish to express my thanks on behalf of the Convention 
Planning Committee to our Chair Bill Hart, Chair-Elect 
Mary Stuever, all the chapter chairs for soliciting and 
compiling all the great themes suggested by our 
membership. In the end the planning committee merged 
several of the most frequently proposed themes into the 
approved theme. The theme brings together four issues 
that were frequently mentioned in the suggestions from 
membership: people (cultures), scale of forestry 
activities, water and, of course, the forests themselves.  
 
Before going further, I want to also thank the members 
of the Convention Planning Committee, some of whom 
you know (Marlin Johnson and Corbin Newman – 
Convention co-chairs); Michael Goergen, Terry Clark, 

Carlton Gleed, Louise Murgia, William Brumby, and 
Christopher Whited from the National SAF Office; Larry 
Teeter from Auburn University; Kathryn Fernholz of 
Dovetail Partners; Kurt Gottschalk and Julie Lydick of 
the Forest Service; Robert Malmsheimer of SUNY; and 
Zhu Hua Ning of Southern University in Louisiana. Most, 
but not all, were able to participate in the theme and 
program meeting in Albuquerque last month. 
 
The keynote and plenary sessions for the convention are 
focused on issues facing forestry today:  Water, 
Community and Culture, and Culture and Utilization. The 
committee is currently in the process of lining up 
speakers for these sessions and hopefully by the next 
newsletter I will be able to let you know who we have 
inked.  
 
The other great step forward in programming for the 
2010 convention was identifying 11 track themes for the 
convention. Several of these track themes came directly 
from suggestions made by SWSAF members including 
Pinyon-Juniper, Restoration and Resilience, Fire and 
Forest Health, and the track theme I am so proud of was 
proposed by the Northern Arizona University students: 
Motivating This and the Next Generation:  Getting the 
Most Out of Today so You Can Be the Best Tomorrow. 
 
Other track themes include: Global Connectedness, 
Urban Greening, Science Application, Land Use 
Conversion, Scale of Applied Forestry, Human 
Component of Forest Management, and Economics of 
Forest Management. In the next issue, I will provide 
descriptions for these tracks. As soon as the 
descriptions are completed, the Convention Co-Chairs 
and I will work with the section and national SAF web 
folks to get them posted. 
 
Lastly, if you have ideas for technical field trips, let either 
Marlin or I know. I have received feedback from some of 
you and from working group chairs on field trips. The key 
for these to be successful in both content and 
attendance is have a combination of local members and 
working group leadership working together on the 
planning of the trips.  
 
Hats off to all of you for helping us come up with a great 
theme. That said, there are only 12,623 hours or 
757,380 minutes until the start of the 2010 SAF National 
Convention, so I best get busy. 
 

Chapter News 
 

New Mexico Chapter  
Chair – Kent Reid rkreid@nmhu.edu. 
Chair-Elect – Vacant 
Secretary-Treasurer – Todd Haines 
 
The New Mexico Chapter met on Friday, May 1, to hear 
a presentation on the Gray Vireo by Chuck Hayes of 
New Mexico Game and Fish. Chuck’s usual job is 
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maintaining the species list for New Mexico (BISON-M), 
which all of us consult when writing stewardship plans. 
He was third on the list of potential people to talk about 
the Gray Vireo, but he reluctantly agreed to the 
presentation and no one could have done a better job. 
He brought us up to date on what is known about the 
bird’s habitat requirements, and we came away with a 
better idea of how to survey for it and how to consider it 
when preparing P-J management plans. This meeting 
also included planning for this fall’s Reunion with the 
AMPF. 
 
Three of our members were honored by the Section with 
awards at the spring meeting in Eager. Marlin Johnson 
received Outstanding Contribution to Forestry, Kent Reid 
received Forester of the Year, and Jessi Outzs received 
Young Forester of the Year. Kim Kostelnik of NM State 
Forestry also received Outstanding Contribution to 
Forestry from Outside the Profession. Thanks to the 
Section for this recognition. 

_______ 
 
NMHU Student Chapter 
Chair – Anita Lavadie 
Faculty Advisor – David Hacker 

_______ 
 

Southern Arizona Chapter  
Chapter Chair – Robert Lefevre 
Chair-Elect – Duane Bennett 
Past Chair –William Hart, CF 
Secretary/Treasurer – Paul Shepard 
 
The Southern Arizona Chapter held its quarterly meeting 
April 16. Larry Jones, a wildlife biologist on the 
Coronado National Forest, presented an interesting talk 
titled “Foresters and Lizards: a Perfect Match.” Larry’s 
passion is herpetology, but his talk strongly supported 
the concept that habitat management focusing on 
sustainable forests is best for lizards plus a wide variety 
of other plants and animals including rare, endangered, 
or unusual species.  
 
A short business meeting followed the program. Among 
the items discussed was the upcoming National 
Convention to be held in Albuquerque in 2010. Section 
Chair Bill Hart led a discussion about potential themes 
for that convention, and the need for our Section to have 
presence at this year’s convention in Florida to promote 
the Albuquerque meeting. Bill also presented the need 
for us to have an active role in responding to calls for 
action by the national SAF leadership such as the recent 
biomass definition situation. We also discussed the 
opportunity to assist Habitat for Humanity in Tucson by 
planting trees at their work sites. The possibility of a Fall 
field trip was brought up. Both of those items will be 
present for action at our next meeting scheduled for 
September 17. Several of us departed from the Chapter 
meeting and headed directly to the spring Section 
meeting. 

_______ 

 
Northern Arizona Chapter  
Chapter Chair – Kristen Waring 
Chair-Elect – Mark Nabel  
Past Chair – James Allen 
Secretary-Treasurer – Mike French 
(See article on spring Section meeting) 

_______ 
 
Northern Arizona University Student Chapter 
Chair – Erin Saunders 
Chair-Elect – Andrew Nordquist 
Secretary – Eric Hough 
Treasurer – Chris Looney 
Faculty Advisor – Denver Hospodarsky 

_______ 
 
Palo Verde Chapter 
Chair – McKinley-Ben Miller 
Secretary/Treasurer – David M. Bradford 
Chapter meeting and officer elections coming soon 
 

The Forestry Club of NAU 
Erin Saunders, Chair NAU Student Chapter 
 
Since the School of Forestry (SOF) at Northern Arizona 
University (NAU) was established in 1958, the school’s 
student chapter of the Southwest section of the Society 
of American Foresters (SAF) has been active in 
furthering education of students and encouraging 
community involvement. For the past several years, our 
organization – known within the school as the “Forestry 
Club” – has retained the title of being the largest student 
chapter in the nation. Currently, there are 27 active 
members within the student chapter that have helped 
with a wide array of activities. 
 
Many of the events the Forestry Club initiates revolve 
around giving back to the community. Throughout the 
past year, the club has led an educational field trip for 
local Flagstaff 3rd graders to teach them basic principles 
of nature and forestry, assisted with the “Kids for 
Conservation” booth at the Coconino County Fair, 
transferred cut wood from Nature Conservancy property 
to a local food bank, read books to students at a nearby 
elementary school, and repaired fenced enclosure areas 
as part of the U.S. Forest Service’s “Adopt-an-Aspen-
Fence” program. The latter activity has been a biannual 
activity with the Forestry Club for the last four years. 
Upcoming events include a clean-up of a heavily littered 
spot on the SOF’s Centennial Forest.  
 
To augment students’ academic knowledge, leadership 
skills, and professionalism, travel to the annual SAF 
national convention is always of great importance. With 
several seminars on current forestry issues and booths 
representing various forestry interests to check out, 
students consistently have the opportunity to learn even 
more about the field they will one day enter into. 
Technical field tours and different locations every year 
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for the convention also allow these young foresters to 
experience ecosystems of regions they may not have 
been exposed to before. In addition, NAU’s Forestry 
Club always has a good showing at the quiz bowls, with 
members from our school displaying their academic 
prowess and indestructible spirit. In order for students to 
attend the convention each year, the club utilizes several 
fundraising methods including bake sales, raffles, 
auctions, and service weekends where students help out 
professors with yard work at their residences. This 
financial support comes in addition to that consistently 
awarded by NAU and outside donors to help such a 
worthy cause. For further educational development, 
students attended the SAF Southwest Section meeting 
in mid-April, where seminars and field trips were 
available. At this event the club began fundraising for 
next year’s national convention in Orlando, Florida. 
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Another accomplishment of this student chapter has 
been restarting the Timber Sports team at NAU. For the 
past two years, the team has competed at the spring 
conclaves. At the most recent conclave in northern 
California, the team took home the award for “most 
improved,” with members placing high in the various 
tournaments. 
 
As you can see, the student chapter at NAU is highly 
involved with engendering more interest in the field of 
forestry. Through increasing the knowledge and skills of 
future foresters and planting seeds in the subsequent 
generations, forestry will continue to improve and face 
the ever-complex challenges of managing the natural 
resources of our world. Meeting these objectives is what 
every student chapter of SAF should strive towards. 
Ours certainly does. 
 
 
 

Gov. Brewer Appoints Vicki Christiansen 
Arizona State Forester 
Submitted by Al Hendricks, Arizona State Forestry  
 
Arizona Governor Jan 
Brewer announced the 
appointment of Vicki 
Christiansen as Arizona 
State Forester and 
Director of the Arizona 
Division of Forestry. She is 
responsible for the 
protection of 22 million 
acres of state and private 
lands in Arizona, which 
includes the prevention 
and suppression of wildland fires as well as oversight of 
forest health, stewardship forestry and urban and 
community forestry programs in the state.  
 
“Ms. Christiansen has a wealth of management and 
policy experience in the fields of natural resources and 
wildland fire protection and sustainable forest 
management,” stated Brewer. That experience coupled 
with her more than 28 years of hands on wildland fire 
fighting experience, make her uniquely qualified to lead 
our Forestry Division.” 
 
As State Forester, she will represent Arizona at the 
national and state level in advocating the practice of 
sustainable forestry and the protection of forestlands for 
current and future generations. “All of the forests in 
Arizona are important to our citizens, regardless of 
whether they are under private, state, tribal or federal 
ownership,” stated Brewer. “Ms. Christiansen has the 
talent and expertise to work collaboratively with all 
partners for the protection and restoration of Arizona’s 
forests.”  
 
Prior to her appointment, Ms. Christiansen served as 
Washington State Forester for the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). She began her 
28-year service with the Washington State DNR as a 
wildland fire fighter, and went on to serve in numerous 
additional capacities including as a forester responsible 
for the reforestation of trust lands in the Mount St. 
Helens blast zone, Forest Fire Protection Specialist, 
Agricultural Resources Division Manager, and as 
Regional Operations Manager in Executive 
Management. She has numerous credentials in the 
wildland fire program with a special expertise as a 
fireline-blasting advisor. 
 
Christiansen received her Bachelor of Science in Forest 
Management from the University of Washington, 
graduating cum laude. She resides in Phoenix and is 
married to Mike Harris, a Fire Chief in Washington State. 
He will join her in the next year. They have two grown 
sons. 
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Arizona Forest Project – Number One Priority in 
the Nation  
Submitted by Al Hendricks, Arizona State Forestry  
 
Governor Brewer commended efforts to conserve the 
forest along the San Pedro River. President Barack 
Obama’s recently released 2010 budget request 
includes funding to help conserve an iconic piece of 
Arizona, the San Pedro River and the forest along its 
banks. Through an extensive review process, the U.S. 
Forest Service determined the strong ecological values 
of the San Pedro River Ecosystem Project deserved the 
highest funding priority in its Forest Legacy Program.  
 
"The importance of the San Pedro River ecosystem to 
the Southwest was validated by its selection as the 
number-one Forest Legacy Program project in the nation 
by the national review panel,” said Corbin Newman, 
regional forester, Southwestern Region of the U.S. 
Forest Service. “The funding of this project is an 
important addition to collaborative efforts to sustain and 
enhance the San Pedro River watershed."   
 
The Forest Legacy Program, a federal program in 
partnership with states, supports efforts to protect 
privately owned forest lands. The program focuses on 
ecologically important areas that also have a high 
potential of being developed. The San Pedro River 
project, located outside of Cascabel in Cochise County, 
will conserve 694 acres of riverside forest. The Nature 
Conservancy, U.S. Forest Service, Arizona State 
Forestry Division, Arizona Game and Fish Department, 
local landowners and other interest holders joined forces 
to ensure this irreplaceable landscape endures for future 
generations.  
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“I commend all who have come together to protect this 
rare and fragile riparian forest. The number one national 
ranking shows others also treasure Arizona’s San Pedro 
River and as a result, this natural resource will be 
preserved for generations to come,” said Arizona 
Governor Jan Brewer. 
 

The San Pedro River provides a migratory corridor of 
hemispheric importance that supports nearly half of all 
bird species found in the United States, including the 
endangered southwestern willow flycatcher. The river 
valley also is home to a variety of native fish and other 
wildlife including beaver, bighorn sheep, coatimundi, fox, 
bobcat, and mountain lion.  
 
Arizona’s forests span roughly 27% of the state, but 
forests along rivers – such as the area protected in the 
San Pedro River Ecosystem Forest Legacy Project – are 
the rarest, most threatened and ecologically important 
forest type in the state.  
 
“This is an opportunity to protect Arizona’s most valuable 
resource, our water supply,” said Patrick Graham, state 
director of The Nature Conservancy in Arizona. “For us 
to realize a sustainable future we must all work to protect 
the lands and waters that we rely so heavily upon for a 
healthy environment and a healthy economy.”  
 
East of Tucson, the San Pedro River Ecosystem Forest 
Legacy Project contributes to the success of a larger 
effort that has protected more than 65,000 acres in the 
San Pedro watershed. With threats such as fractured 
landscapes, groundwater pumping, and climate change, 
the project is a priority not only for the U.S. Forest 
Service, but for the community at large.  
 
Support for this project comes from the district’s 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords:  
 
“The San Pedro River is a potent symbol of the 
American West. As one of the West’s last free-flowing 
rivers, it is the life source for Southeastern Arizona’s 
amazingly diverse wildlife, its citizens, and the U.S. 
Army’s Fort Huachuca,” said Congresswoman Giffords. 
“I am deeply encouraged by the vision exercised by the 
Forest Service in its decision to protect this critical 
waterway and landscape for Arizona’s future.”   
 
The project is made possible thanks to several 
landowners who are willing to place conservation 
easements, which are voluntary land-use agreements, 
on their property to protect the natural values of their 
land in perpetuity, while enabling them to remain on or 
continue to ranch the land. 
 
“The people of this community want to see the San 
Pedro Valley protected both for its incredible natural 
diversity and as a unique place to live,” said Nathan 
Sayre, local landowner who plans to participate in the 
program. “We've wanted to protect this land for more 
than a decade. I’m thrilled that this program will make it 
a reality.” 
 
(The Bureau of Land Management’s 1986 acquisition of nearly 
57,000 acres, including cottonwood-willow forests, along the 
San Pedro River south of Benson to the Mexican border and 
the 1988 designation of the San Pedro Riparian National 
Conservation Area were major milestones in the protection of 
the San Pedro watershed. BLM management has included 
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riparian restoration, a grazing moratorium, and retirement of 
groundwater pumping on former agricultural fields.)   
 

 
Forester’s Log: Eagar South Forestry 
©Mary Stuever, May 2009 
 
“Hey Jim,” the speaker is one of fifty foresters on the 
field tour south of Eagar, Arizona sponsored by the 
Southwest Society of American Foresters. “You keep 
talking about quality leave trees, and I am wondering if 
the tree behind you is a good example.” 
 
Jim Pitts is showing the group several recent forest 
treatments in the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests. 
Jim’s back has been to tree in question, a ponderosa 
pine that has branched into three main stems, which 
upon scanning to the top has additional branching in 
each of the major trunks. The tree clearly has a genetic 
tendency for forking. In the days when timber production 
was the primary concern, this tree would have been the 
first one cut. The idea then would have been to remove 
the tree to prevent passing the genetic forking tendency 
on to future forests. 
 

A forest 
silviculturist with 

extensive 
training in whole 

ecosystem 
functions, Jim 

glances over his 
shoulder and 

grins. “Yep, to a 
wildlife biologist, 
that is a perfect 
leave tree.” He 

points out that V-
shaped stems 

provide 
wonderful 

anchors for nest 
platforms for 

both squirrel and 
raptor nests.  

 
The majority of the scattered trees have beautiful single-
stem form, yet they represent diverse sizes and age 
classes. This stand of trees was cut using a “restoration” 
approach originally developed at Northern Arizona 
University’s Ecological Restoration Institute. With the 
“Eagar” modification, timber markers left one tree in the 
woods within 60 feet from each piece of evidence they 
could find that a tree was there 130 years ago. Healthy 
large, yellow-belly pines were automatically selected to 
stay in the forest. Younger trees were selected to 
replace trees that had been growing at the time of 
“European settlement” and had left some evidence such 
as a stump hole, a stump, a standing dead tree, or a 

fallen log. The selected leave trees represent a balance 
of ages, sizes, and appropriate species for the site. 
Further down the mountain the group visits an area cut 
with a different design. Following guidelines developed 
to encourage the diverse prey base of the Northern 
Goshawk, this stand has clumps and groups of various 
ages of ponderosa pine interspaced with openings. 
Although Jim’s marking crews consider many variables 
as they vary the spacing and selection of trees, the 
expense of preparing the area is similar to more 
traditional projects.  
 
These forest stands were treated using the White 
Mountain Stewardship Contract. The contract is a ten-
year agreement between the U.S. Forest Service and 
Future Forests, LLC, comprised of local logging and 
wood processing companies. The contract allows the 
Forest Service to treat between 5,000 and 25,000 acres 
each year depending on need and budgets. When the 
value of the material harvested exceeds the costs of 
removing the material from the woods, the Forest 
Service is paid; when the costs exceed the value, the 
company is paid. Due to present conditions in the 
woods, where a century of fire exclusion has led to 
forests of dense, small trees, the harvest costs generally 
exceed the value. Still, the offset of the wood value 
keeps the treatment costs well below other restoration 
options. 
 
The work is planned and carried out with a landscape 
scale approach. Down the road, White Mountain Apache 
crews are thinning another stand of small trees on 
Forest Service lands. Closer to town, a juniper thinning 
project has been completed by the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department on state lands. As a result of all these 
projects, homes in the woodlands around Eagar are at 
less risk of loss from large, catastrophic wildfire. 
Meanwhile, Eagar businesses are utilizing the mostly 
small diameter wood, creating pallets, poles, and 
timbers. 
 
The field trip draws to a close, and foresters scatter back 
to communities across New Mexico and Arizona, armed 
with ideas for a diversity of treatments to encourage 
forest health. 
 

 
Forest Insect & Disease News: Managing Dwarf 
Mistletoes:  An Historical Background 
SW Bugs and Cruds #9    
Dave Conklin 
 
A 1963 article in SAF’s own Journal of Forestry was 
aptly titled “Dwarf Mistletoes: A Silvicultural Challenge.”   
A challenge indeed.  
 
The challenge was first presented in the Southwest by 
Korstian and Long, in a 1922 treatise “The Western 
Yellow Pine Mistletoe.”  Korstian and Long had been 
quick to recognize that “mistletoe develops rapidly after 
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cutting,” so they suggested that “every effort should be 
made to free the stand entirely of mistletoe” during 
entries. Nevertheless, in what may seem paradoxical, 
they recommended retaining lightly infected and even 
moderately infected trees in many situations – namely in 
areas where there was little or no existing regeneration 
to protect. This strategy has always made good sense to 
me. 
 
Following World War II, as the American economy and 
population grew, there was much interest in increasing 
forest productivity. Research on mistletoe control at Fort 
Valley and elsewhere in the 1950s and 60s focused on 
this challenge. Korstian and Long’s earlier 
recommendations were deemed inadequate. Frank 
Hawksworth, in his classic 1961 report “Dwarf Mistletoe 
of Ponderosa Pine in the Southwest,” recommended 
removal of all [visibly] infected overstory trees, removal 
or pruning of all infected understory trees, and follow-up 
treatments in all size classes five years later, and 
possibly again 5-10 years after that. It’s worth noting that 
on experimental plots where this intensive strategy was 
conducted – Including two follow-ups – the mistletoe was 
never completely eliminated. It’s also worth mentioning 
that simply cutting all visibly infected trees every 20 
years fell well short of what was deemed necessary.  
 
A drawback to Hawksworth’s 1961 approach, in addition 
to the tracking and scheduling of necessary follow-up 
work – was that it often seemed impractical if not 
downright uneconomical. Another limitation was that it 
didn’t work very well in heavily infected stands. Thus, 
several years later, a new approach was recommended 
involving even-age management. Note that the 1961 
approach was not formally described as uneven-age 
management, but there’s little doubt that it involved 
management of uneven-age stands.  
 
The even-age approach, touted in the 1970s and 
especially the 1980s, accepted that some infection could 
be tolerated in a developing stand, once the infected 
overstory trees were removed. OR 9s and OR 12s 
became common prescriptions for infected stands in the 
1980s, to ensure that all the infected overstory trees 
were removed. An added benefit was that it could 
maximize volume on a minimum of acres – very nice 
from an economic perspective!  After a sale, sanitation of 
the understory, followed by regularly scheduled 
intermediate cuts, would (temporarily) reduce mistletoe. 
At rotation age, a mature infected stand would 
presumably be replaced with healthy regeneration. 
Alternately, depending on the condition of the existing 
understory, a regeneration cut might be used initially; 
seed tree cuts were implemented in many harvest units. 
Perhaps this would have all worked out okay, if mistletoe 
infested stands had not been targeted so frequently for 
harvest during these years. Perhaps.  
 
Well, many of you already know how it all turned out:  
some of our publics did not take too kindly to even-age 
management, sort of stopping the cycle in midstream. 

And it wasn’t always just the extreme environmentalists 
who had concerns. For the most part, Forests and 
Districts conveniently forgot about their scheduled final 
removal cuts. Talk of even-age management – at least 
on public lands – more or less faded away. Uneven-age 
management seemed kinder, gentler, more natural. 
[Management of] threatened avian species began to rule 
the roost. Dwarf mistletoe control, as one northern New 
Mexico logger told me in the early 1990s, had become a 
dirty word……. although actually it’s three words.  
 
Even Frank Hawksworth, one of the most respected of 
all Forest Service scientists, who devoted a good chunk 
of his career – either directly or indirectly – to mistletoe 
control, co-authored a 1996 paper on biodiversity that 
questioned aggressive dwarf mistletoe control on public 
lands. Frank was also keenly interested in alternative 
management approaches, including prescribed fire, 
which might be more palatable than aggressive 
silviculture.  
 
In the next Bugs and Cruds, we’ll consider managing 
‘toe in the 21st Century.  
 

 
White Pine Blister Rust Discovered in Arizona 
Mary Lou Fairweather, Plant Pathologist, Arizona Zone 
Forest Health Protection 
 
Brian Geils, Research Plant Pathologist with Rocky 
Mountain Research Station, and I have recently 
observed white pine blister rust infection in southwestern 
white pine in eastern Arizona. Identified earlier this 
month by Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Forester 
Orlando Carrol, infected trees occur along several 
streams located on the northwestern slopes of the White 
Mountains. This is the first report of this disease in 
Arizona even though it has been observed in New 
Mexico since 1990.  
 
Infection was identified by characteristic blisters, or 
cankers, that develop on affected branches. The majority 
of stem cankers are approximately five years old, with 
the oldest being around 20 years. Other signs of disease 
that were less common include branch flagging, rodent 
chewing, and topkill of younger trees. There was very 
little sign of branch dieback on mature southwestern 
white pines. Orange gooseberry, an alternate host of the 
rust fungus, was prevalent in the infection centers.  
 
We have surveyed for white pine blister rust on the 
Apache-Sitgreaves NFs (and other forests) several times 
over the past 18 years, especially after the recent 
detection on the Gila NF near the Arizona border, but 
had yet to find it. We plan to establish plots to monitor 
tree impacts from the disease and will continue to survey 
for new infection centers. We will also provide training to 
resource managers and field crews on identification and 
management. 
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Mailing and email addresses are provided by the 
National SAF Office and not maintained by the editor. 
Corrections to addresses can be done on the safnet.org  
website. Next edition is scheduled for September 
2009. Chapter and committee reports will be greatly 
appreciated. Southwest Section website can be found 
at: http://www2.for.nau.edu/swsaf/  
 
WANTED: Foresters who are interested in writing a 
column on Southwestern forestry for the newsletter! 
Many possible topics: forest history, southwestern 
silviculture, ecology, fire, book reviews, forest policy and 
editorials. 
 
Thanks to Bill Hart, Lynn Sprag, Mary Stuever, Robert 
Lefevre, Kent Reid, Al Hendricks, Marlin Johnson, John 
Harrington, Erin Saunders, MaryLou Fairweather Mary 
Stuever, Dave Conklin, and Diane Drobka for their 
contributions to this issue. 
 
Send articles, letters, photos and announcements to: 
Craig Wilcox, 225 W. 100 S., Pima, AZ  85543 
or email to:  sw4ester@yahoo.com 
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Meetings 
 
7th North American Forest Ecology Workshop , June 22-26, 
Utah State University, Logan. http://www.nafew2009.org/  
 
Fall 2009 National SAF Convention, Sept. 30-Oct. 4, Walt 
Disney World® Resort, Orlando, FL   http://www.safnet.org/  
 
Fall 2009 AMPH-SWSAF Biennial Reunion. October 29-31. 
Contact your Section or Chapter Chairs or the AMPF/SWSAF 
Reunion Committee with ideas or questions.  
 
Fall 2010 National SAF Convention.  October 27-31, 2010, 
Albuquerque. Volunteer Now! Contact John Harrington, 
Program Chair; Bill Hart, Section Chair; or your Chapter Chairs  
to volunteer. 
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