September 12, 2009

Message from the Chair
Bill Hart, SWSAF Chair — 2009

The summer field season is passing quickly. This
marking of the mid-year means to many of us completing
projects, submitting proposals, and realigning budgets.
The fire season across the Southwest (and for that
matter, most of the West) was unusual in that weather
was inconsistent. Did anyone in the SW have a normal
monsoon? Two or three times you say? During these
last several months there has been much going on in
SWSAF. Since the very successful Spring Section
Meeting, the Southwest Section has been aggressively
pursuing the agenda laid out for this ambitious year.

Reunion with the Association of Mexican
Professional Foresters (AMPF), Chihuahua Section,

in Albuquerque, NM. The fall meeting with our fellow
foresters from Mexico is on schedule. Chuck Hagerdon
and Bob Partido are the co-chairs and have met with our
AMPF colleagues in planning the reunion. The New
Mexico Chapter is hosting the event. The emphasis of
the theme on restoration and watersheds is relevant to
our shared management concerns. This long tradition of
biennial meetings  provides  opportunities  for
understanding broader issues, exchanging -cultural
ideas, and making lasting ties.

| have heard that it might be difficult for many members
to attend the national convention this year, due to
economics. | would like as many members to go as
feasible for a good representation. [Visit the website &
register.] But for those not able to make the Florida trip,
well, the Reunion is a forestry get-together in your own
neck of the woods — about a month later. | encourage all
members to make this gathering (this is not just a
meeting but an event) because it can be rewarding in so
many ways.

As far as the National Convention in Orlando, Florida —
the SW Section will have a booth. The purpose is to
impress upon convention-goers what the SW has to offer
and what may be in store for them next year when the
convention is held in Albuquerque. Mary Stuever is
heading up the effort and has worked with others in
designing an attractive set. Discussions among the
Executive Committee have revolved around wanting an

impressive display but confronting costs of such a
project. We hope to find co-sponsors among institutes,
public agencies, and industry to show off the whole array
of locations and activities across the Southwest. Others
are helping Mary with ideas for products and landmarks
to be featured, hoping vendors may provide small items
for give-away souvenirs as reminders of our region.

The 2010 National Convention is only a year away.
Planning started early this last spring and continues at a
steady pace. John Harrington, Program Committee
Chair, has locked in many of the speakers, technical
tracks, and corresponding field trips. Corbin Newman
and Marlin Johnson are co-chairs for the overall
convention. They worked with John and the national
committee to establish a theme, Forests and People: A

Watershed Event . Marlin recruited two co-chairs for the
Arrangements Committee, McKinley-Ben Miller and
Todd Haines. Much progress has been made and | am
sure both Marlin and John have more details to share. A
significant undertaking, no mistake, is forming into a
fantastic conference held in our own backyard!

Congratulations are in order for two of our members.
Marlin Johnson, CF and SAF Fellow, has been awarded
the John A. Beale Memorial Award, recognizing
“outstanding efforts over a sustained period of time by
an SAF member in the promotion of forestry through
voluntary service to the Society.” There is a great write-
up in the Forestry Source on Marlin’'s accomplishments.
Dr. John Harrington was named a Fellow of SAF. There
is prestige in receiving this national recognition. When |
returned to the Southwest a few years back, both these
people were in leadership roles as |, myself, became
more involved. These two folks have been working at
Section, Chapter, and National levels to strengthen the
organization and the profession. Al Hendricks, SAF
Fellow, succeeds Marlin on the Fellows Committee.

Chapter Chairs have been asked to review the updated
membership list recently distributed and contact
delinquent members. | suggest Chapters contact
members from previous lists when announcing Chapter
meetings and activities. Inviting friends and colleagues is
a way of making such times rewarding and enjoyable by
participating with a larger group the collected wealth of
experience, knowledge, and personalities — all benefiting



from the shared experience. Recruitment should not be
just about numbers, as if it is a task or mission, as much
about exposing new people to what may be mutual
scientific interests and related work — leading to an
individual’'s own lasting interest in becoming a member.
All right, I'll get off my soapbox.

Elections are coming up this fall. If Chapters can start
forming their nomination committees now, their elections
are likely to follow in a timely manner. | expect the
Section will have their nominations in by the end of
October to allow elections in November. A timely
process makes way for a smooth transition into the New
Year.

Your Section has been well served by your Executive
Committee, including Chapter Chairs, and sub-
committees. Although | had to conduct some ‘screening’
of tasks by prioritizing immediate needs, I, too, was able
to act on the business of the Section. This was only
because | personally met some challenges with major
changes this summer in my career and with my father’s
health. Through individual conversations and conference
calls, there has been much getting done without much
fanfare. | am always available for questions and
comments.

(602) 225-5356 work, (520) 576-2567 Cell
e-mails: wrhart@fs.fed.us, wm _r_hart@msn.com

District IV Council Report — August 2009
Lynn Sprag, SAF Council Rep., District 4

Notes from Spring Council Meeting:

Council met on May 30-31, 2009, at the Wild Acres
Headquarters. The following are highlights of the
meeting.

Council reviewed and accepted the 2008 financial audit
report presented by SAF’s Auditor, Paul West. Revenue
only slightly exceeded expenses for the year. Investment
portfolio was down for the year, however, as a result of
prior year investment policy adjustments, our losses
were significantly less than they might have been given
the extreme nature of the nation’s economy. Some of the
losses incurred in 2008 have already been regained in
the first quarter of 2009 and the Finance Committee and
National Office Finance staff are working closely to very
carefully manage our investments in the best possible
manner for our membership. Council was briefed on
changes in National Office financial staff. One other
finance item discussed by Council is the difficulty State
Societies are having completing the IRS 990 forms
required of all State Societies. National Office will be
conducting training for State Society and Chapter
treasurers in a Webinar format this year.

Executive Vice-President (EVP) Michael Goergen
provided an update on the Wild Acres property.
Montgomery County placed a major portion of the
property under a Historic Property designation,
effectively reducing the 26 acres down to about four
acres on which development activities may take place
without severe restrictions. National Office staff is
continuing with appropriate actions to manage and
market the property in a manner which will maximize its
asset value for our membership. Significant repairs to
some of the buildings on the property are planned over
the next few months.

Michael followed with his EVP report, including a hands-
on demonstration of the Webinar system and the new
communications system, both of which will greatly
improve efficiency for the Society. The improvements in
technology have now made it possible to access
membership lists from the SAF website anytime and in a
much more user-friendly format. These membership lists
will now be updated on a monthly basis. Also, the official
website has been completely upgraded and all members
are encouraged to try it out. He reported on actions that
the National Office is taking to alleviate the financial
burden on members from the economic crisis such as
providing hardship rates and monthly dues payment
options. Finally he discussed the myriad congressional
activities they are engaged in (Climate Change
Taskforce, briefings on biomass energy, potential
congressional field tours and their activities at various
hearings on Capitol Hill.

Christopher Whited, Director of Marketing and
Membership, introduced Council to the new membership
strategy/planning effort where National Office focuses on
recruitment and local units concentrate on retention. You
will be hearing more on this in coming months. But
again, the SAF website will play a pivotal role in this
effort. (I encourage you all to check it out and especially
the “local units” section.)

Forest Science and Technology Board (FS&TB) Chair
Bill Rockwell presented his report to Council on FS&TB
activities which included their activities planning for
Orlando and Albuquerque convention programs, working
group officer meetings, and their work with the
Committee on Forest Policy (CFP) on five position
papers. They are also working on an emerging issues
process. Council approved a proposal to develop a task
force charter on the implications of biomass to energy to
be reviewed at the September meeting.

Director of Policy Erica Rhoad presented the CFP report
and a report of her activities on forest policy issues
currently on the front burner in the Washington, DC area.
Council approved an updated Position Statement on
Professionals in Public Natural Resource Management
Agencies and appointed a Council subcommittee to work
with the CFP to develop a task force charter to address
the subject of Forest Sector Competitiveness, a subject
introduced by CFP member Doug McCleery.



Council reviewed and approved the 2009 slate of Fellow
nominees as well as the recipients of several national
awards. Congratulations to our new District IV Fellows,
John Manz (Montana State Society) and John
Harrington (Southwest Section). They will be formally
introduced as new Fellows at the Fellows recognition
breakfast at the Orlando Convention. There was also
continuing discussion on the Fellows nomination process
and how it might be improved. Fellow Committee Chairs
from each Voting District will be solicited for further input
from President Hubbard on this subject.

In the Education arena, Council approved the formation
of a task force to evaluate a proposal for accreditation of
programs in terrestrial ecology, approved an amendment
to the Charter of the Certification Review Board (CRB)
placing long-term oversight of Continuing Education
under the CRB, and approved an amendment to the
Charter of the Educational Policy Review Committee
(EPRC) which places monitoring of professional and
technical education under EPRC.

Council reviewed the work of Council Committee on
Strategic Planning and the progress made in
coordinating the strategic plan with the SAF budget
process. The strategic plan focuses on the five areas of
communications, emerging issues, property
management, leadership, and membership for the year
2010. It was pointed out that Louisiana SAF has done an
exceptional job of incorporating the revised strategic
plan into their activities and could be a model for other
State Societies to emulate.

Finally, EVP Goergen presented plans for incorporating
leadership development into the Orlando Convention
program. A one-day leadership academy will be held on
Tuesday, September 29. The Leadership Development
Committee will be focusing on website development and
online training tied in with training developed and
presented at the local level, and will be the subject of
future Council discussions to ensure that SAF is
providing the best possible leadership development
opportunities.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions
or input to any of these items from the Spring Council
meeting. For your information, future Council meetings
are: September in Orlando, December in Bethesda,
February in Bethesda, June in Coeur d’Alene, October
2010 in Albuquerque and December 2010 in Bethesda.

Hope everyone is having a great field season!

Lynn Sprag, SAF Council Rep., District 4
glsprag@aol.com

2009 National Award Winners:

- Marlin Johnson, CF and SAF Fellow , will receive
from the Society of American Foresters the John A.
Beale Memorial Award

- Dr. John T. Harrington , CF was named a Fellow
of the Society of American Foresters

AMPF-SAF Reunion History
Kent Reid — NM Chapter Chair

In the mid-1960s, Southwest Section member Nelson
Bernard was working in Mexico, particularly in the state
of Chihuahua, and had come to realize that the foresters
in Mexico faced many of the same problems that we
face in the Southwest. In 1967-68, Nelson alone
organized the first Reunion between the Southwest
Section of the SAF and the Chihuahua Section of the
Asociacion Mexicana de Profesionales Forestales, held
in Chihuahua. Nelson passed on last year to that
greatest Sky Island, but the tradition he established has
endured to the present. On October 28-31 in
Albuquerque, the Southwest Section will host the
foresters of the Seccién Chihuahua at their 22™ biennial
Reunion.

Since the second Reunion in 1969, the two Sections
have met every two years, alternating countries with
every meeting. In the early years, the meetings were
little more than an agreement to meet at a specified
location on a certain date. More planning goes into the
meetings of the last couple of decades. A meeting
nowadays consists of a technical session and a
technical field trip, organized around an agreed-upon
theme. This year’s theme is Ecological Restoration, and
the technical field trip will visit restoration-based work in
the Grants area.




One of the hallmarks of the Reunions is its openness to
spouses. Separate activities are provided for spouses
and children of foresters during the technical sessions.
Additional activities are planned for the entire group,
usually focused on the history or culture of the area. For
example, two years ago in Parral, Chihuahua, the group
was treated to a reenactment of the death of Pancho
Villa, staged on the street outside the house where he
was killed. The Reunion always ends with a banquet on
the last night: the banquet happens to fall on Halloween
this year, and costumes are not discouraged. Another
feature of this year's banquet will be the recognition of
the Pioneers/Pioneros, the members of both Societies
that attended and helped organize the earliest Reunions.

Another aspect of the Reunions is their ability to attract
SAF members from other areas of the country. Because
it is international, high-ranking people in SAF typically
participate, making the Reunion a good place to network
or simply to exchange ideas with folks working in
another forest type. Ultimately, the universal objective in
the Reunions is to learn from what has worked in the
past and what hasn’t, and to learn new technologies in
the conservation of the bioregion’s forest resources.

Albuquerque Convention Update

October 27-31, 2010
Marlin Johnson, CF, General Chair
2010 National Convention

The 2009 Convention is rapidly approaching, and
several of us are planning to be there to take a first-hand
look at what our counterparts there are doing to make it
happen. I'll be meeting with the General Chair and
others. Hopefully some of our own committee chairs and
members will be there also to get a fresh flavor for what
needs to be done to “make it happen!”

Mary Stuever is busy (as always!) on something and this
time it is in getting a booth designed for the 2009
convention in order to let folks know what to expect
when they arrive in Albuquerque. As John Harrington
said, we are “sandwiched” between Disney World (2009)
and Hawaii (2011) so we need to do a great job of
publicity to get a good crowd to Albuquerque.

Todd Haines and McKinley-Ben Miller have been busy
as Co-Chairs for Arrangements, setting up the Chair
positions for the half-dozen committees responsible for
most of the Convention activities. Many of you have
stepped up and said “yes” to their requests when asked
to take on these responsibilities — thanks so much. As of
last week, McKinley-Ben accepted a position with the
BLM in Washington (Congratulations McKinley-Ben, |
think anyway!) but that left us with a hole in the
leadership for arrangements. However, Al Hendricks has
already agreed to fill that role, so hopefully we can make
that transition without breaking stride.

As General Co-Chairs, Corbin and | are providing
general oversight, participating as members of the
Program Committee headed by John Harrington, and
planning to handle most of the fundraising and opening
ceremonies.

Here are the arrangements that Chairs/Co-Chairs
committed to date:

Publicity Committee:
- Daniel Ware — NM State Forestry
- Art Morrison — USDA FS R-3

Student Affairs Committee:
- Dr. David Hacker — NMHU
- J.J. Smith — NAU

Volunteer Services Committee:
- Nancy Neskauskas — Retired
- Jesse Ouzts — NM State Forestry

Foresters Fund Committee:

- George Duda, Co-Chair — NM State Forestry
Retired

Technical Field Tours Committee:
- Lawrence Crane — NM State Forestry
- Arnie Friedt — NM State Forestry

All of you will have an opportunity to participate in
carrying out this convention. There will be plenty to do,
and if more participate it will mean less work for each.
Please consider where you think you can best
participate and let me, Al or Todd know. Volunteers
should contact:

- Marlin Johnson mpj68@msn.com

- Todd Haines todd.haines@state.nm.us

- Al Hendricks alhendricks @azstatefire.org

Chapter News

New Mexico Chapter

Chair — Kent Reid rkreid@nmbhu.edu.
Chair-Elect — Vacant
Secretary/Treasurer — Todd Haines

NMHU Student Chapter
Chair — Anita Lavadie
Faculty Advisor — David Hacker

Southern Arizona Chapter

Chapter Chair — Robert Lefevre
Chair-Elect — Duane Bennett
Secretary/Treasurer — Paul Shepard



The Southern Arizona Chapter will be having its first
meeting of Fall 2009 on September 17. Steve Plevel will
present information on a project being planned in the
Santa Catalina Mountains. It is a landscape-scale
planning effort involving the University of Arizona and
Forest Service. The second meeting of the Fall will be
held November 19.

Northern Arizona Chapter

Chapter Chair — Kristen Waring
Chair-Elect — Mark Nabel

Past Chair — James Allen
Secretary/Treasurer — Mike French

The Chapter met September 9, Suzanne Hagell, a Ph.D.
candidate, presented a talk titled “Using Spider Monkeys
to Guide Forest Restoration in Nicaragua.” Next
Meeting: Thursday, October 1, 2009.

Northern Arizona University Student Chapter
Chair — Andrew Nordquist

Secretary — Eric Hough

Treasurer — Chris Looney

Faculty Advisor — Denver Hospodarsky

Palo Verde Chapter
Chair — McKinley-Ben Miller
Secretary/Treasurer — David M. Bradford

Ecological Restoration Pioneer to Receive
Prestigious Award from Society for
Ecological Restoration International

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — He's been called “the Father of
Restoration” and now, founder and Executive Director of
the Ecological Restoration Institute at Northern Arizona
University Dr. William “Wally” Covington has been
honored by the Society for Ecological Restoration (SER)
International at its 19" world conference in Perth,
Australia.

The Regents’ Professor of Forest Ecology in the School
of Forestry at NAU received the prestigious Theodore M.
Sperry Award. Sperry, mentored by conservationist Aldo
Leopold, is considered one of the pioneers of ecological
restoration through his revolutionary work on the Curtis
Prairie, the world's oldest restored prairie, occupying
some 60 acres in southern Wisconsin.

“More than any other single individual, Wally Covington
has provided the combination of science and vision for
restoration of ponderosa pine forests of North America,
where he has worked for more than 30 years, both as a
graduate student and then as a member of the faculty of

NAU. During this time, he has contributed enormously to
the basic understanding of structure and function of
ponderosa pine forests, as reflected in a truly
extraordinary lifetime record of publication in restoration
ecology,” said the Society’s Awards Committee Chair
Alan Unwin.

Through the Sperry Award, the Society honors
individuals who have made a significant advancement to
the science or technique used in restoration practices.
SER representatives say Dr. Covington has been the
leading voice for ecological restoration in the dynamic
ponderosa pine ecosystems on the Intermountain West.
He also is a key player in national and international
forest policy, an important voice in legislation promoting
ecological restoration and widely known for developing
the pre-settlement model of restoration labeled the
“Flagstaff Plan” by then Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt.

“When you are drawn to the vast ponderosa pine forests
and spend decades diagnosing and treating them as if
they were a sick patient, you become very focused on
finding solutions to restore health,” said Dr. Covington.
“It is with great respect for the members of the Society of
Ecological Restoration International that | am deeply
touched, extremely honored and enthusiastically
encouraged. Thank you for noticing, appreciating and
motivating those of us who have been feeding a lifelong
passion, following a dream and lucky to live long enough
to see the results of science-based approaches making
a difference on the ground.”

Forester's Log: Philmont Forester
©Mary Stuever, July 2009

The Forester’s Log is a
monthly column published
in newspapers and
magazines primarily in
the  American  West.
Stuever is a forester in
the American Southwest.
She can be reached at
mary@foresterslog.com.

When consulting forester Harry Morrison moves through
the woods with paint gun in hand, it isn't just the paint
that suggests an artist is at work.

“I have several different prescriptions in mind and as |
go along, | vary the mark based on the trees | find, the
site, signs of animal use, access for the logger, and
what's going around the group of trees | am marking.”
Since 1994, Harry has marked every commercial tree



cut on Philmont Scout Ranch. The resulting stands are
diverse and healthy, and offer increased forage and
wildlife habitat.

The northern New Mexico national high adventure base
hosts approximately 23,000 backcountry visitors a
summer. Most of them walk through stands that have
been recently logged and never notice there has been a
forest management activity. Harry describes the careful
balancing act required to maintain a quality wilderness
experience by actively managing the forest. “Good forest
management should mimic the natural process as much
as possible and be imperceptible to the casual
observer,” Harry wrote in 1994 when he was explaining
forestry to ranch managers.

Today scouts visiting the high adventure base are now
encouraged to be more observant. Forest conditions
throughout the country are posed for catastrophic crises.
Particularly in the West, fire patterns have been
disrupted for over a century. In the absence of regular
burning, unnatural forest conditions have developed.
Dense disease-prone woods are now burning across the
West with increased intensity at alarming rates. Philmont
has not escaped these intense ecosystem-altering fires.
In 2002, the Ponil Complex burned approximately
18,000 acres on the ranch, 8,000 acres that were
severely impacted. Scouts and staff who hike through
miles of burnt woods become keenly aware of dense
forests and increased volumes of large wood elsewhere
that pose as time bombs for future wildfire devastation.

Interpretive signs throughout Philmont's Demonstration Forest
help Scouts understand Forestry practices on the national
scout high-adventure base in northern New Mexico. Photo by
Arnie Friedt

Across the west, forest stands that have recently been
logged, thinned, or burned are consistently surviving
intense wildfires far better than surrounding lands that
have not been treated. Not only are most trees living
through the event, but soil erosion is minimal as these
treated areas rapidly rebound with native vegetation.

Since 1994, approximately 5,000 acres on Philmont
have been treated through commercial harvests. Only
trees over 12 inches in diameter are cut and each is
carefully selected with a focus on growing conditions for
the trees left in the forest. With Philmont’s recent
certification by the Sustainable Forest Initiative (SFI),
wood cut from Philmont is eligible for various
certifications for “green buildings.” Most of the lumber is
marketed to area sawmills, which are generally family-
owned operations in rural communities. Sustainable
harvest of wood is part of managing Philmont as a
working ranch.

Commercial harvest is only part of the forestry activities
on the ranch. In May, scouts planted 5,000 ponderosa
pine seedlings in the Ponil Burn region. Crews often
assist staff throughout the ranch with conservation
projects such as meadow restoration and tree thinning.
Many of these projects are designed to reduce forest
fuels so firefighters will be able to protect backcountry
cabins from future fires.

Not only does Philmont practice exemplary forestry, but
the scout ranch offers an excellent platform for forestry
education. Several years ago, the New Mexico Tree
Farm program and New Mexico State Forestry assisted
the ranch in developing a 45-acre Demonstration Forest.
A wooden pavilion made of lumber harvested from the
area sits above the scenic Cimarroncito Reservoir and
Cathedral Rock. The forest shows five methods of
commercial harvests, and includes features such as
meadow restoration and riparian buffer zones.
Interpretive  signs introduce scouts to forestry
information.

During the off season logging operations are more likely
to cross hiking trails and improve forests in campsites,
but even during Philmont’'s peak hiking season, loggers
are actively working in less populated sections of the
ranch. Harry is right along with them, carefully marking
each tree, creating healthy, productive forest
landscapes.

Forest Insect & Disease News: Managing Dwarf
Mistletoe (Part 2): ‘Toe Today

SW Bugs and Cruds #10

Dave Conklin

Dwarf mistletoe truly is a silvicultural challenge — and
then some. In fact, it might not be unreasonable to call
our pal Shorty the “bane of silviculture.” Even-age
management seemed the ticket in the 1980s — but
turned out to be easier said than done, at least on public
lands. Uneven-age management — well, forest
pathologists, almost without exception, have cautioned
against using that in infested stands, which doesn’t
appear to leave us many options.



Presenting a credible management strategy in a few
short paragraphs is also a challenge. (Many things
written about dwarf mistletoe over the past 30 years
attest to this!) Every situation is a little different, and
exceptions can be found to counter every generality. The
historical perspective presented in SW Bugs and Cruds
#9 provides our starting point. During the “changing of
the guard” from even-age to uneven-age management in
the early 1990s, a reasonable enough compromise was
proposed: if infection was below a certain threshold, say
15% of trees infected, use uneven-age. Otherwise go
even-age. For the most part, this idea initially took hold
mainly on Tribal lands, where it was often easier to
attempt textbook silviculture than on public lands.

A 15% (or even 20%) threshold for uneven-age isn’t too
bad. But that's mostly because, below that threshold,
most of the stand is mistletoe-free! ‘Toe tends to be
patchy, and it's only within infested portions of the stand
where things become — like the mistletoe seeds — rather
sticky. One option is group selection. At one time in my
career — and it didn’t last long — this seemed an excellent
strategy. By now I've seen enough of these openings,
with scattered infections along the margins, to be
skeptical about the efficacy of group selection for
mistletoe control and my skepticism is consistent with
what little can be found in the literature on this topic). A
more general concern is that when you punch holes,
say, in 20% of the stand, youre reducing carbon
sequestration by up to 20%.

Removing entire groups of infected trees may even be
genetically undesirable, since resistance/tolerance
genes may be present within a group. Little is known
about host resistance to dwarf mistletoe, but it has been
conjectured by experts who've worked with this disease.
One thing for sure is that there is a fairly broad range of
intensification on host trees (albeit related more to
chance than to actual resistance). It's not simply one
Dwarf Mistletoe Rating class every 10 years per tree.
Another thing is that most lightly infected trees can grow
at good rate — and sequester carbon — for many years.
The wildlife value of ‘toe — especially large infected trees
— should also be factored into the overall management
equation. I’'m not totally “anti-group” — many stands tend
to be naturally “groupy” — but suggest we don’t put all
our eggs in one basket when it comes to mistletoe
management. If we choose to follow a “groupy” scenario,
it would not be unreasonable to retain some groups of
infected trees for their wildlife value, as well as for
practical reasons (e.g. too much slash if cut).

Probably the best overall strategy for managing ‘toe —
especially on public lands — isn't totally mechanistic, i.e.
“restructuring with chainsaw.” Rather, it involves prudent
cutting AND fire. We're managing natural systems, not
tree farms — not even clumpy or “groupy” tree farms.
Over the long haul, a good mix of free-thinning (“crop
tree selection”) and fire would result in the more
heterogeneous, multi-age, genetically improved forests
we all desire. (The term “genetically improved” often

carries a negative connotation, but here it represents an
attempt to remedy past high-grading — and who can
object to that?)

Mistletoe behavior, as well as overall stand dynamics
(especially regeneration frequency), varies across the
Southwest, as do management objectives. Occasionally,
ideal opportunities for aggressive mistletoe control
present themselves — and we should take advantage of
these opportunities. However, usually the best approach
— ecologically, economically, genetically, aesthetically,
and probably other -icallys | can't think of at the
moment—when thinning or otherwise “treating” infected
stands is to remove as much mistletoe as possible
without sacrificing the best trees. And please — and
pardon me Smokey — use fire (prudently) as much as
possible in our fire-starved ecosystems.

Long-time Rocky Mountain Research
Station Researcher, Frank Ronco Jr.,
Passes Away in July

Frank Ronco Jr., 82, died peacefully July 8, 2009, with
his family at his side. He was born on Sept. 23, 1926, in
Pueblo, Colorado, to Frank and Lucia Maria Ronco.

He and his wife, Louise, celebrated their 61% wedding
anniversary in March. He was a Navy veteran and a
graduate of Colorado State University and Duke
University. After retirement from the U.S. Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Research Station in 1986, summers
were devoted to home projects and fly fishing, winters to
downhill skiing and reading. In between, he and Louise
made trips to New Zealand, Australia, and both of the
U.S. coasts.

He is survived by his

wife Louise,
daughter Tresa & her
partner Warren

White, son Mike
(Janette), and two
grandchildren.

Arizona Snowbowl,
Hart Prairie Lodge,
hosted a celebration
of Frank’s life on

July 17.
Frank Ronco
authored many

studies in silviculture
related to spruce-fir, mixed-conifer, and ponderosa pine,
and helped establish the use of habitat types in the
Southwest.




Mailing and email addresses are provided by the
National SAF Office and not maintained by the editor.
Corrections to addresses can be done on the safnet.org
website. Next edition is scheduled for December
2009. Chapter and committee reports will be greatly
appreciated. Southwest Section website can be found

at: http://www?2.for.nau.edu/swsaf/

WANTED: Foresters who are interested in writing a
column on Southwestern forestry for the newsletter!
Many possible topics: forest history, southwestern

silviculture, ecology, fire, book reviews, forest policy and
editorials.

Thanks to Bill Hart, Lynn Sprag, Mary Stuever, Robert
Lefevre, Kent Reid, Marlin Johnson, Mary Stuever, Dave
Conklin, and Diane Drobka for their contributions to this
issue.

Send articles, letters, photos and announcements to:
Craig Wilcox, 225 W. 100 S., Pima, AZ 85543
or email to: sw4ester@yahoo.com

SKY ISLANDS FORESTER

SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FORESTERS
c/o Craig Wilcox

225 West 100 South

Pima, AZ 85543

Meetings

Fall 2009 National SAF Convention , Sept. 30-Oct. 4, Walt
Disney World® Resort, Orlando, FL http://www.safnet.org/

Restoring the West Conference 2009: Peaks to Valleys:
Innovative Land Management for the Great Basin, Oct. 27-28,
Eccles Conference Center, Utah State University, Logan, visit:
www.restoringthewest.org for information.

Fall 2009 AMPH-SWSAF Biennial Reunion , Oct. 28-31.
Information and r egistration forms are enclosed. For
additional information contact: Kent Reid, Chapter Chair at
(505)426-2145, rkreid@nmhu.edu or Todd Haines, Chapter
Treasurer, at (505) 867-2334, todd.haines@state.nm.us

Spring 2010 SWSAF Section Meeting , Northern Arizona is
the most likely location since the AMPF-SWSAF Reunion and
the 2010 National Convention are in Albuquerque. Contact Al
Hendricks (alhendricks@azstatefire.org) with ideas or to
assist with planning.

Fall 2010 National SAF Convention , Oct. 27-31, 2010,
Albuquerque. Volunteer Now! Contact Marlin Johnson or
John Harrington; Bill Hart, Section Chair; or your Chapter
Chairs to volunteer.
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